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	INTRODUCTION
The Socialist Alliance grew out of attempts to unite the socialist movement against New Labour’s ideas and policies. The SA brought together a broad range of socialist organizations and individuals and united them into a national organization around a common programme and a democratic constitution. We stood 98 candidates in the 2001 general election on the basis of independent working class political representation. 

Since the election, the Labour government’s attack on the firefighters, the extension of privatisation, the illegal war against Iraq, and its support for the neo-conservative Bush Administration, makes the case for an independent working class party. The political vacuum to the left of the Labour Party must be filled by socialists working together to build a workers party, which is serious about winning political power. An electoral alliance of autonomous socialist organizations and individuals does not measure up to the needs of the situation. 

The actions of the SWP in the Bedfordshire and Birmingham Socialist Alliances, as well as the relationship of the SA to the proposed “Unity Coalition”, call into question the commitment of the SA leadership to our programme and constitution. These experiences have raised a question mark in the minds of many SA members about the importance of democracy in the founding principles of the Socialist Alliance. 

We believe the struggle for democracy is an integral part of the struggle for socialism. The defence and extension of democracy in the Socialist Alliance, in the working class movement, in Britain and the rest of the world, is of fundamental importance in advancing the interests of the working class. To advance these objectives, we need the democratic organisation of socialists and militant workers into a party, as exemplified by the Scottish Socialist Party and Rifondazione Comunista in Italy. 

DEMOCRACY AND ‘PEOPLE BEFORE PROFIT’

Our candidates offer a working class alternative. If elected they will be workers' MPs on a worker's wage. For them, representing working people is a privilege, not a route to a personal fortune. In the 2001 general election we proposed an emergency plan to meet the demands and needs of workers and the jobless, and to defend and extend democracy:

We are for the full version of “People before profit” which combines demands for a democratic republic, for social change and for internationalism. We are in favour of the defence and further development of this programme. 

For a democratic republic
“People before profit” has a series of democratic demands which taken together constitute a democratic republic or “republican democracy”. 

· Abolish the monarchy, the House of Lords, the Privy council and Crown powers 
· Establish fixed-term democratic elections, based on proportional representation and accountability of all elected officials and all MP’s to their constituents 
· Disestablish the churches of England and Scotland – for the complete separation of church and state, and the freedom to worship, or not, as we choose.
· Self determination to Scotland and Wales 
· Self determination for the people of Ireland 
· Abolish the Lord Chancellor’s office – all judges to be elected and accountable. For a free national legal service to ensure equal and effective access to justice for everyone. Establish the right to sue any official before a jury.
· Disband Special Branch, the secret services, and all surveillance agencies and operations. 

For social change
“People before profit” has a series of policies, which taken together constitute an expanded public sector, improved welfare state, redistribution of income and greater rights for trade unionists. These include 
· Stop privatisation – renationalise the railways
· Tax the rich and big business to rebuild the welfare state
· For the right to work – 35 hour week now
· End discrimination – against racism, sexism and homophobia
· Repeal the anti-union laws
· Stop the sell off council homes – end homelessness
· Raise pensions and restore the link with earnings
· For a fully funded NHS – end privatisation and cuts
· Fully funded comprehensive education – no selection
· Raise the minimum wage to £7.40 an hour – the European Decency Threshold
· Scrap student tuition fees
· Stop the onslaught on civil rights 

For internationalism
“People before profit” contains a series of policies based on international democratic and socialist principles. These include
· Save the planet - for tough action on pollution and food safety
· Cancel Third world debt
· Defend asylum seekers and oppose all immigration controls
· British troops out of the Balkans, Gulf and Ireland
· For workers and socialist unity across Europe
· For a democratic and federal Europe based on working class solidarity and co-operation. 
· We neither advocate the euro nor defend the pound
In order to build a society in which need comes before greed, we believe our economy must be reorganised on a radically democratic basis. By socialism we mean nothing like the old Stalinist Soviet Union, with its repression and bureaucracy. For us, socialism is about making solidarity the guiding principle of society. We mean the working class organising to liberate itself from the rule of profit and create its own democracy, abolishing the privileges of managers and officials. Every major industry should be reorganised on the lines of social provision for need - publicly owned, and democratically controlled by workers and the community. No rich and no poor, no profits and no wage slavery, no palaces and no homeless, no jobless and no overworked!
DEMOCRACY AND THE WORKERS PARTY 
New Labour is a barrier to independent working class political representation. The working class needs to establish its own independent representation through the formation of a mass workers' party committed to the struggle for socialism. Such a party, serious about winning political power, can and must be more democratic and united than an electoral alliance or coalition of autonomous parties, groups and individuals. We will fight for socialist to unite in a new socialist party, with ample rights of tendency as exemplified by Rifondazione Comunista and the Scottish Socialist Party. 
Socialists and organised sections of the working class in the trade unions must play a leading role in the struggle for a workers party.  We will fight for the trade unions to assert themselves politically against the Blair government. We will support independent socialist candidacies where they are based on clear working-class principles and a consistent effort to develop working-class self-organisation. We will support and work with other socialist, independent Labour and left Labour candidates, including SP and SSP. We will work to re-establish a working-class socialist presence in electoral politics and seek to encourage local labour movements to act on that principle.
THE UNITY COALITION 
The Democratic Platform fully supports the efforts of the Stop the War Coalition (StWC) to mobilize opposition to the war and the continued occupation of Iraq..

In the fight for “People before Profit” we do not rule out, in advance, alliances, whether temporary or strategic, with petty bourgeois democrats. Any proposals must be considered concretely and judged in respect of the struggle to advance our programme. 






