Freqently-Asked Questions concerning S-O-S!
AREN'T YOU JUST NIMBY'S?
Northamptonians are the last people that could be called that! They have accepted THIRTY- FIVE YEARS of constant expansion, with a 50% increase in population. It's somewhere else's turn now. We are standing up for the future quality of life in Northampton: we would be fools not to. We must show the Government that this is not a town of mugs, as they seem to think.
ARE YOU AGAINST NEWCOMERS?
Again, Northamptonians are the last people who could be accused of that! They have accepted new population from all over, without protest, for 35 years.Now, we are overdeveloped, as can be seen from the flood disaster of 1998, so we cannot accept more expansion for the foreseeable future. We certainly cannot take the 60,000 minimum new population which is Government policy: that would put even more lives at risk from flooding.So it should be clear that we are not against the new people, only the disastrous overdevelopment that is involved.
WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY OVERDEVELOPMENT?
We mean too much development over a given period. Northampton's population has been increased by 50% in 35 years. This has resulted in loss of sense of social cohesion and in a scandalous ongoing flood mess, even without MORE expansion.Overdevelopment also means the planned intensification of urban development, with high-density dwellings replacing urban green open space.That means many more people plus much less available open space nearby.
BUT WHERE CAN THIS DEVELOPMENT GO,OTHERWISE?
Not to Northampton. We've had more than enough. Anything in excess of that needed for people and businesses here NOW must be diverted to places which are not already overdeveloped. Sorry, but it's their turn now.
ARE YOU AGAINST ALL DEVELOPMENT?
Of course not. The development that becomes necessary for the real needs of people and business here NOW, can be accomodated without adverse effects. However, Northampton must first be protected from the flood peril that has been caused by so much ill-advised expansion since 1970. Reservoirs and control gates will need to be built upstream on both branches of the river Nene. In this, S-O-S! supports the position of the Nene Flood Prevention Alliance.
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING IN THE GENERAL ELECTION?
Northampton has been used as an overspill town for the last 35 years. Now, the Government wants to add at least 60,000 more people by 2031. Northampton has had enough. We need a break from constant expansion, to allow the social fabric to catch up. S-O-S! is giving the voter the chance to make it politically impossible for any party to continue with these plans. If enough people vote for us, policies WILL change, as the main parties compete to win those votes back.
HOW CAN JUST TWO CANDIDATES CHANGE GOVERNMENT POLICY?
Northampton is reprsentative of scores of places threatened by these policies.If S-O-S! attracts a substantial vote, the national political parties will realise how important the issue of overdevelopment is to voters in ALL those places. It would have become politically impossible to pursue these policies, because rival parties would capitalise.No party wishing to form a government could associate itself with overdevelopment. Sensible, balanced alternatives would have to be found:they exist! 
ISN'T THIS DEVELOPMENT NEEDED BECAUSE OF THE HOUSING SHORTAGE, TO BRING PRICES DOWN?
The Government building programme in Northampton and everywhere else is not designed towards these ends. It is designed to accomodate an influx of new population. The MKSM figures prove this conclusively:60,000 minimum new people for Northampton. Only 17,500 of the 47,500 minimum new houses will be for local needs.(Similar figures apply for jobs, incidentally)
