Introduction

Capability Scotland is the country’s leading disability organisation working for a just Scotland. We are running a project called Vote2005. Vote2005 aims to raise disabled people’s awareness of their rights in relation to voting. Hopefully more disabled people will then vote in the general election on 5th May and in future elections. Vote2005 is also working with election staff in local authorities to improve access to voting for disabled people. 

“X Marks the Spot” is a Guide to Voting for Disabled People. It tells you what rights disabled people have to vote. The law now gives support to disabled people so they can vote in person more easily.

You can find out all you need to know about the general election on the Electoral Commission website www.aboutmyvote.org.uk
Why should I vote?

Voting in the European elections is important because it affects your life.  There are currently just over 2,500 EU directives in force covering a wide range of topics that impact on your everyday life, including consumer protection, standards governing businesses and the environment.  Voting is the way you get to have your say in the way the country is run. Every person over the age of 18 in Scotland has the right to vote. Lots of people use their vote because who runs the country and what they do is important to them. Some people vote because they want to change the way the country is run. Or because they are upset at a particular issue in the area they live. People often complain that they don’t get to have a say or that politicians don’t listen to them. The easiest way to have your say or to make politicians listen is by voting.

Who should I vote for?

You choose who to vote for. You can listen to friends’ and relatives’ views but it is your decision. You don’t even have to tell anyone who you vote for. It’s up to you. Political parties and candidates in the elections say they are going to do things in different ways. They will often talk about issues that are important to you and others who live in your area. All the parties put together documents called manifestos which set out what they promise to do. You can use their manifestos

to help you make up your mind who to vote for.


Do I have to vote in person?

Anyone can now choose to vote by post. If you are going into hospital or have moved house or don’t think you’ll be feeling up to going out to vote – whatever the reason, you can vote by post. You do this by applying for a postal vote. The form is quick and easy to fill in and you can get one from your local council. You need to apply for a postal vote by 26 April.
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Where do I go to vote in person?

People go along to their local polling station to vote. Every voter will be sent a poll card before the election. Your poll card will have your name and address on it. It will tell you where to go to vote. You should take this card with you to the polling station. Don’t worry if you can’t find your poll card. You can still vote as long as your name is on the electoral roll. This is the list of voters in the area you live in. Just go along to your polling station and give your name and address to the staff working there. If you are not sure what to do, contact your local council and ask to speak to the election staff.

Getting To the Polling Station

Sometimes disabled people find it hard to go and vote. This can be because the polling station is in a hard place to reach or they live too far away and have no transport.

If you are worried about getting to the polling station then contact one of the candidates standing in the elections. There should be a telephone number or an address on all candidates’ leaflets. A candidate can arrange a lift for you to get to your polling station and home again. But just because they have given you a lift

doesn’t mean that you have to vote for them!
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Notices

There will be quite a lot of notices and

signs to help all people vote. These are

called ‘Guidance to Voters’ notices. You

will see posters on the way into the

polling station, inside the room where

you vote and even inside the polling

booth. Some of these might be in large

print to help people who find it hard to

see or read. These notices tell you what

you are voting for and how to vote.

Portable Induction Loops

Some polling stations will have a

portable induction loop. But the law

does not require them to be available.

It is something extra that election staff

are being encouraged to provide. If you

have a hearing impairment and can use

a loop system, ask the Presiding Officer

if they have one available.

Large Print Ballot Paper

The law says that a large print ballot

paper should be put up in the polling

station. For the general election, there

should be one large print ballot paper.

This should be close to the polling

booths. This is so people who find it

hard to see or read can look at it and

compare it to their ballot paper.

Extra help - If you cannot see or read

any of the notices very clearly, ask the

Presiding Officer to tell you what is

written on them.

Handy Hint – If you think it would help,

ask to take the large print ballot papers

into the polling booth. That way you

can look at them next to your actual

ballot papers.
Accessible Polling Booth

If you use a wheelchair or need to sit

down while voting there should be an

accessible polling booth. These booths

do not need to be provided by law but

many councils now have one available

in every building they use for voting.

An accessible polling booth is wider and

has a lower shelf to lean on for you to

vote. This means you get to cast your

vote in secret, the same as everyone else.

If you need to use an accessible booth

and can’t see one, ask for it. They can be

moved around.

Ballot Boxes

The ballot box is where you put your

ballot paper after you have voted. It should be

easy to find. Election staff are being

encouraged to put them somewhere

accessible in the polling station. They

should also put it at a height that

wheelchair users can reach. The slots

where you post your ballot papers

should also be marked clearly. There

might be white or yellow tape round

the slots so everyone can see where to

put their ballot paper.

Who can I speak to about Voting?

The Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commission is an independent body set up by the UK Parliament. The Commission aims to increase public confidence in the democratic process within the United Kingdom - and encourage people to take part - by modernizing the electoral process, promoting public awareness of electoral matters, and regulating political parties. They are encouraging people to vote in the European Parliament

elections. To find out more contact them on 0131 225 0200 or visit their website at www.electoralcommission.gov.uk

Diary Dates
19th April 2005

Deadline for existing postal voters to change their address where necessary.

26 April 2005

Deadline for new applications for a postal vote.

5th May 2005

Polling day for the general  election.  Voters must either visit their polling station in person or ensure that their vote arrives at the polling station or local council by 10pm on this day by an alternative method.

More information on voting in the general election

If you would like to speak to someone about voting in the general election, please contact:

Advice Service Capability Scotland (ASCS)

Postal address: 11 Ellersly Road, Edinburgh EH12 6HY

Telephone number: 0131 313 5510

Fax: 0131 346 7864

Textphone: 0131 346 2529

Website: www.vote.org.uk

e-mail: enquiries@vote.org.uk

This document is available in a range of
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