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peace, justice & equality

Peace, Justice & Equality

Respect is an acronym of Respect, Equality, SeomlPeace, Environmentalism, Community and
Trade Unionism. We are a British left-wing partyrouitted to standing in defence of the values of
Peace, Justice & Equality.

Abolish ATOS WE ARE Nor

- ROBOTS./!
The government’s commitment to make poor peoplefpathe Afmngggym
crimes of rich people has led to the scandal of ATThis is an OUR_ FUTIRES [
organisation which drives wheelchair-bound andldehpeople ‘:‘MMI{D/TES_,_,W_:_?

back to work in clamp down on the ‘benefits cultupart of the
lexicon which is so beloved of the Tories. Thisiigcceptable in 2%century Britain. The welfare
state is perhaps Britain’s greatest ever achievenadren Britain had achieved a sophistication such
that those who were unable to work were looked &fgghe common good. The Tories, via the blunt
instrument of ATOS, are slowly dragging us backwar@ their destruction of the welfare state.

Respect stands against this crass attempt to paamptie on benefits as the cause of our problems. We
call for ATOS to be scrapped and for a comprehenaigifare system to be provided for those who
need it.

Accountable Security Services

2013 was an extraordinary year for our securityises. Brave
whistle-blowers like Edward Snowden have revedhedeixtent to
which our security services were complicit in syopd information
to the US authorities. The extent to which our @eourity services
were spying on its own people lays bare the diseontinat now
exists between the state and its population. lales been revealed that they have infiltrated into
action groups such as animal rights NGOs andrsgiektreme Muslim religious organisations. This
cannot be allowed to continue.

Britain needs a foreign policy that acts in our dmerests. This includes the security services,
which are paid for by the taxpayer and therefoemable to them too.

Against Austerity

We in Respect reject the iron-clad austerity peSaf the three main
political parties in Britain. We need a new econosystem which
isn’t dependent on financial services and whictoisstantly in thrall
to the banks. But more importantly, we reject theaithat the British .
people have to pay for the mess that was not causédtem.




We stand against the Tories as they deflect blamasy &rom the people who caused the financial
crisis and their attempts to make poor people payhie crimes of rich people by their savage auts t
the welfare state and their crass and mendacitemmpts to turn poor people against each other.

We stand against the role of the Liberal Democraks are keeping the Tories in government and
who are therefore complicit in their dirty work.

We stand against the Labour Party, who no longgpgaty stand up for the rights of working people
and who are complicit in developing Britain’s ovetiance with the financial services sector in the
first place.

Respect stands in defence of people who have mpthigell but their labour; those who certainly
shouldn’t be paying our way out of the economisisri

End Economic Inequality

The gap between rich and poor in Britain is nowewithan when
Charles Dickens wrote about the workhouses andrpowé
Victorian Britain. Television programmes and popualture
demonise the poorest in our society through lagsestyping, while
the establishment seeks to encourage division ari@ngoorest
sections among society, the better to detract &eoelys attention
away from them.

It is unacceptable that Britain today is besetuxghswidespread poverty while the richest continuall
line their own pockets. Respect believes in pragvestaxation, meaning that the more you earn, the
more you should be expected to contribute to spcidtis is what we believe a fair society should
look like.

While inequality may never be eradicated, the dioecof travel must always be towards equality.
We need to make people realise that the more tbegud of life, the more they should be expected
to put back in.

End to Tax Evasion and Avoidance .. T
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There is now an endemic culture of tax avoidanakeaasion in the upper echelons of society and
our political parties are either too weak or tooaldo address it properly.

In line with our policies on progressive taxatiortackle economic inequality, Respect stands for a
tougher policy on tax avoiders and evaders. We @®mo be tough to those who seek to exploit
Britain’s soft-touch approach to taxation, and thasticularly includes those working within the
financial services sector.

End Tuition Fees

It is completely wrong and immoral that studentsuti now be
expected to pay £9,000 a year in tuition fees taiaka further
education. This is a fundamental betrayal by Bruigapolitical
leaders, particularly the Liberal Democrats, whieselers benefited 3
from a free education themselves and who have ncked the ladder from underneath them so that
others cannot benefit from the free educationttey themselves enjoyed.




Students who leave university now will be saddletthwhis debt throughout much of their working
life. This disproportionally affects many lower-orae families, whose children in turn choose not to
go, or who have to choose which of their childrert@university.

Education should be a right, not a privilege resdrfor those rich enough to pay the fees. Education
is a core tenet of our society; it benefits alusfto have a workforce that is better educated.

Respect campaigns for an end to tuition fees. \Wedstip for the rights of students to campaign
against cuts to their educational standards and fage education from the cradle to the grave.

Equal Rights

Respect will always stand in defence of the malgied and those
who suffer from prejudice and discrimination. Oarty is founded
on the idea that people are equal, regardlessofftith, ethnicity,
background, gender, sexuality, social class oraihgr
characteristic.

Islamophobia is the last ‘acceptable’ form of ratis Britain and is a critical danger to our
communities. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder with IMuswho oppose this, who stand for equality,
respect between religious groups and peace & contyncohesion.

Respect has a proud history of moving people freemyedifferent background behind our cause.
People of all faiths and none, young and old, mehvaomen; their one common characteristic is a
belief in peace, equality and justice.

Immigration UK Borde
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Respect is in favour of a balanced and fair imntigrapolicy. We
are in favour of an EU Referendum, in which we wiocdmpaign to
remain a part of Europe. Until then, we wholeheatytavelcome all
EU migrants who seek to work hard in Britain, jastmany British
people work abroad.

Respect is in favour of a colour-blind points-basethigration system which is weighted in favour
of those coming from Commonwealth countries to Whi@ owe a historic debt.

Industrial Future

Britain was once the ‘workshop of the world’ — tiiigears on from Margaret Thatcher’s savage and
wilful destruction of much of our manufacturing edydity, the result is clear for all to see. Entire
communities which relied on local industry haverbagned. These communities, which were once
close-knit and virtually crime free, have in turecbme dens of social problems. Whereas once
Britain was able to provide for itself, we are nmiiant on raw materials from elsewhere, and we
often have to invade and occupy other countriesdier to secure them.

Respect rejects the notion that Britain has todbel\sreliant on a future based on financial seesic
the playing-about of numbers on screens which ge@evealth for only a tiny percentage. We
support the idea of a balanced economy with inglastra key part of it — an industry where the
workers are properly treated and where they areagteed a job for life.

Respect believes in Labour values — the kind aiesithat were abandoned under New Labour.
Britain needs a Labour party, one which standsouphiose whose interests are entire and separate to



those of the people who employ labour. If Laboer ot up to the job, Respect will stand for these
values.

National Living Wage

In Britain, a land where poverty and social proldesweep the
country, it is not sufficient that people have teept a minimum
wage. In times of high unemployment, a labour faubéch is
not united will inevitably slide into a race to thettom. It is too
easy for companies taking on people who are detgpteravork
to pay them the minimum amount.

We support a policy of progressive taxation, nastdoecause providing economic relief for those in
most need of it will benefit our economy in thedamin. Our workers need the basic dignity of a
living wage; not just the minimum but something ehhassures the basic living requirements of
everyone in the country.

Parliament

Our parliament, with its 600+ members, is far ta@é and far too
expensive to sustain.

Following the expenses scandal and other instasfoeslifeasance

in public office, it is high time we fundamentaltifanged our parliamentary system. Along with our
support for proportional representatiove support a large reduction in the number of mesbf
parliament. India, with a population 20 times agdaas Britain, has a parliament which is
considerably smaller.

We are calling for a parliament that is half itegent size, where MPs are paid a wage in line with
careers of equivalent responsibility. Their sthibsld be employed by the state and not by the MP
themselves.

Police & Justice System

The police, like many other institutions in Britalmave been uncovered to be institutionally corrupt
From the cover-ups of Hillsborough and Orgreave ttalpractice of the Metropolitan Police to the
institutional racism of many forces, the credilyiliif the police force has been dealt a huge blodv an
many sectors of society now share a feeling ofcoifidence’ towards the police in Britain.

In the lifetime of many of us, the police in Britdhave gone from a Dixon of Dock Green
characterisation, a trusted and reliable pillathefcommunity, to a nest of malfeasance and
corruption. A police force that can be trusted lg public is an important part of every society.

We believe the police need to do more to rid iteéthe institutional racism that is inherent withi
the police so that the police and communities agirbworking together on issues of collective
security.

Proportional Representation

Respect campaigns for a fairer system of governnoset that
will more accurately represent the views of theiBhi people.
There is a broad left-wing consensus among peoditain, but |
they have been locked out of the three party Westiai system
which maintains an iron-clad consensus over thedsyes of the
day.




The country is crying out for an alternative platioand for a party which will speak out for them.
Many people, especially young people, are gettegeiasingly disillusioned with the main parties
and are in danger of falling out of politics alttiggr — many already have.

We can look towards Europe as an example of haairerfelectoral system could be implemented,;
many of our European neighbours have introducegsysof proportional representation and the
benefits are obvious; many left-wing parties, daaiis and policies are flourishing such as in the
Netherlands, where both the 50PLUS party and tiy Ra the Animals have seen electoral success.

Protection of Children

George Galloway has tabled a parliament motionhamesl parenting rights and family courts.
The EDM reads:

“That this House notes that many fathers conviofeab criminal offence have very limited access to
their children as a result of decisions made byfdhaly courts following separation or divorce;
further notes that the family courts operate indittmns of secrecy in which there is a lack of peibl
accountability for the decisions they make; belgetheat mothers, children and fathers all have sight
in relation to family contact and access wheredhas been family breakdown; further believes
there should not be a presumption that family bdealn is the primary responsibility of either
parent; further believes that where there is pdjpab threat to children from their father in the
context of family breakdown, the courts shouldtrynaximise reasonable access in the interests of
the children; and calls on the Government to reutiesvoperation of the family courts in general and
their decision-making in relation to fathers’ accés children in the context of family breakdown in
particular, taking into account the testimony @& thany thousands of fathers who feel their rights
are being ignored or abused in relation to theidobn and in particular the organisation
Fathers4Justice and the 36,000 families it reptesen

Scotland

Respect officially passed a motion at its 2014
AGM backing a ‘No’ vote in Scotland’s
Independence Referendum in September. This i
because we believe that independence is bad fo s . ‘ -
working people in both Scotland and the rest ofule Firstly, the break-up of the country would be
catastrophic for the rest of the UK who would bieetively condemned to decades of Tory rule, but
this would have a very negative effect on Scotlavith would never be truly independent because of
their attachment to the UK (the currency union sodn). And, as the history of partition tells the
break-up of countries always ends in a rise inigeat division when the dream of a better futurts hi
the rocks.

This is not a position shared by all on the leftha rest of the UK. The Scottish Green Partyirare
favour of independena@nd other left parties have deliberately vaguavsielhrough George
Galloway MP’s lengthylust Say Nawgpeaking tour, we are arguing that what we need is

areal labour government on both sides of the border,thisdvould not be achieved by voting to
break up the country.

Scrap Trident

Respect stands against the idea that it is acdegdtabavagely
cut public services whilst simultaneously renewangigantic
but ultimately useless nuclear weapons projectaBricannot
afford to keep subsidising a £25 billion behemdttoar
northern coast while our pensioners shiver theiy theough
our inclement winters.




In keeping with our foreign policy that seeks tiok&t a more balanced foreign policy; we should stop
seeking to violate the terms of the non-prolifenatireaty and encourage other countries to do the
same. There are not too few nuclear weapons iwdhkl, but too many and there are many much
more important ways to spend £25 billion.

Scrap the Bedroom Tax

The ‘bedroom tax’ could and should have been D&atheron’s Poll Tax. This was yet another
attack on the poor and marginalised within societyereby a ‘subsidy’ was lost if the claimant was
found to have a spare room, thereby effectivelyimgitheir housing benefit.

Respect unequivocally rejects the notion that peepbuld have to suffer such cuts to their housing
benefits whilst bank bosses are paying themselwismpound bonuses.

Trade Union Freedom
Respect supports trade unions.
Votes for 16 year olds

“No Taxation without Representation” We suppod itiea that 16 ?0\\-\“& "
year olds should get the vote. They can get marno&d the army J .

and the taxes of many 16 year olds help to probveteefits for all \\

of us. It is only right that they receive the rigbtvote to choose S‘\N\Q
how those taxes should be spent.

Africa

Respect supports Pan-African Unity advocated bytkat Patrice
Lumumba and Kwame Nkrumah. We believe that onlgugh

united economic, social and political cooperaticam the whole of
Africa rise and finally become a land of prospestyd opportunity.

Africa has long suffered from exploitation by exiairforces,
whether it be States or Multi-National Corporatiomsth have
prioritised their own greed and self-interests derneeds and interests of the African people. The
Respect Party understands that the predatory natunedern imperialism is not likely to change
any time soon; thus, we stress the need for Afradlective self-reliance, for the empowerment of
Africans to work towards a situation where Africaare actually the primary beneficiaries of Africa’s
natural resources.

Respect aspires for Africa to become a contineatt tollectively, possesses the power to negotiate
the terms of a fair and just relationship with eméé State and non-State actors — as opposed to the
centuries of power and domination, which at evergl has resulted in the subjugation and
exploitation of African people and their land.

Arab World

Just as the Latin American countries have succlggsixtricated
themselves from the tangled web of American hegegnamal
have begun the march towards unity, we supporidiee that the
Arab world should strive to do the same. The AratwM/is one
of the most important regions on the earth, 350anilpeople, where East meets West and under
which is located the most important mine of natueaburces like oil in the world.




Respects supports the idea of Arabs working towanity, so they are not subject to the divide-and-
rule policies of the imperial powers.

Respect also supports the struggle towards a datmsystem the Middle East, believing that this
will bring in an era of governance that is morevegrsble to the people who elect those governments
and less answerable to the big powers who werg tisencollaborating dictatorships to rule the
region by proxy. But we do not support the ided tha big powers can continue to rule by proxy by
funding the revolutionary causes to replace regithasthey don't like. It is up to the Arab peopte
decide who they want to rule them.

The biggest problem facing the Middle East is theesolved Palestine question. There will be no
peace without justice in Palestine. Respect supjpbetidea of a democratic bi-national solution of
one state from the Jordan River to the Mediterrargsa in which all people, Jews, Muslims and
Christians live equally; one man, one woman, orte. Ma the meantime, we believe that part of
Britain’s foreign policy should be to strike a mdralanced approach to the Israel/Palestine issue,
reflecting the interests of our own people and gacking that Britain holds partial responsibilityr f
the problem by their participation in the creatadrihe state of Israel.

The EU

Respect is in favour of a referendum on EU memiyer3ine
EU is an undemocratic plutocracy, a bankers’ Eurtigeas
gone on for too long and the issue is too importameglect
any longer.

Respect is a pro-Europe party, but not of the Eltsipresent form. It is untenable to continue
pretending to be a part of a union whilst pretegdue would rather go it alone. There is no paint i
continuing to be a part of a union of 27 countvidgere 26 of the members are on one side and
Britain places itself on the other side. The questieeds to be put to the British public; are villa
member of the EU or are we going to choose to leissful isolation?

Respect will campaign to be a central part of Ear¢fowever, we will campaign, along with our
sister left-wing parties around Europe, for the tBUe a more inclusive and demaocratic union. The
EU can be a flag around which the people of Eucagperally.

Imperialism y‘

Respect believes that the conquest and exploitdtatrdefined
the colonial period has persisted. It has plaghed t *
contemporary age through the process of imperiah&e see ¥

this in the manner imperial powers such as UnitedeS and Great Britain have invaded and
occupied countries (like Irag and Afghanistan) &lgb the method in which multinational
corporations have soon followed the tanks and Feter jets. Respect believes that the natural
resources of a nation belong to the citizens df¢bantry and not to foreign oil tycoons or
investment bankers based in the U.K and the U.Sb&lieve our governments should stop working

in the interests of the likes of Halliburton and BAystems, and start working in the interests ef th
British and American public, who are evidently ¢éiref over 10 years of war.

We have seen that the wars launched by Blair arsth Bave actually made the world a more
dangerous place. Since they began, the U.K aloseliaessed deplorable acts of terrorism on the
homeland; it has wasted billions of the taxpayeosi@y on two unsuccessful wars and it has
needlessly sacrificed the lives hundreds of Briisltliers. Respect is determined to cast British
imperialism to the confines of history and it apqse&e are moving in the right direction. The fadur
of the coalition government to manipulate the HeusieParliament into engaging in a disastrous
conflict in Syria is testament to this change ttwude.



Foreign Occupation

The Respect Party was born out of the anti-war mnevg,
which opposed the invasion and occupation of both
Afghanistan and Iraqg. It is clear for all to sd&ttboth wars
have proven to be a disaster for all parties inedlit has
become undeniable that Iraq is now a more danggrlacs 5 =

than it was prior to the invasion. Revealingly, @cling to

‘Iraq Body Count; over 186,000 violent deaths hageurred in Iraq since the 2003 invasion, with
134,000 of those being civilian casualties. Inportant to note that the figure only accounts for
reported deaths and it is fair to assume that maore deaths are likely to remain unreported in.Iraq
In fact, the ‘2006 Lancet Report’ has put the fegas high as 654,965 total casualties, and that was
just between March 2003 and July 2006. Both figgtesv a shocking amount of human casualties
over what has revealed itself to be an unsubstadtigack of lies. Furthermore, despite the
occupation ending in December 2011, Iraq has be@hutly divided country; where sectarian
violence is rife, car bombs and suicide bombersadrequent feature of everyday life and Islamic
extremist have become influential actors in Iramgisty.

The Respect Party firmly believes that if the UsKo truly promote peace, democracy and stability
throughout the world, then it should do so throdgilomatic and peaceful means. It cannot come
through the policy of invading and occupying forelgnds; Afghanistan and Irag have proven to be
tragic illustrations of how neo-colonial invasiorennot possibly promote peace. Hence, 12 years
after we waged war on Afghanistan, our brave Brisisldiers are still dying needlessly in what has
presented itself to be an unwinnable war. Afghanisemains one of the poorest countries in the
world, with 42% of the population living on lesath61p a day. Furthermore, rural regions of
Afghanistan are under constant threat from dronikest, which appear suddenly from the sky,
indiscriminately killing innocent civilians, many whom are women and children. Consequently,
rather than tackling the issue of Islamic terrorigihhe war has actually inflamed it, spreading rbas
neighbouring Pakistan and throughout the region.

The occupations of Irag and Afghanistan have prdedye complete failures, and costly failures at
that. They have tarnished our image across thedveordl made our islands a bigger target for Islamic
extremism. The Respect Party has dedicated itsdfet struggle of deterring our political eliteritp
ever again, deciding to invade and occupy othepleéoland.

Foreign Policy

Respect grew from the largest mass-demonstrati@iBritain
has ever seen. TI8op the War marches in February 2003
were an extraordinary display of unity from peofjoten every
conceivable background who all took the streeistoe their
opposition to Britain joining in another imperiabw We are
proud to say that we are still closely associatél thie Sop the War Coalition, with whom we
continue to oppose foreign invasion and occupatfasther people’s countries.

While we did not prevent the war, the legacytap the War and Respect’s activity back in 2003 is
clear for all to see. The spectre of the Iraq Vdamed large over the prospect of Britain being
involved in a war in Syria. Britain comprehensivedyects the idea that we can continue invading
foreign countries in perpetuity. Respect is thateo

We want Britain to move away from the foreign wafshe Coalition of the Killing and strike a

policy which acts in our own national interest. Waave always argued that if you make war against
Muslims abroad, you will inevitably make war withetm at home and this is precisely what we have
done.

It is time to end the war in Afghanistan, whichlveihd on precisely the terms that it could have
ended at any point during the last 10 years.



It is time to end the calamitous occupation of Jnafich has engendered many problems for us and
the world for decades ahead. We were right abagt Bverybody in Britain now knows it.

It is time for Britain to stop acting as the®5dtate of the United States, to stop acquiesciriyeto
demands of NATO, which is dominated by the USAng aase, and to become a country which
prefers Peace above War.

Stop The War Coalition website: http://www.stopwag.uk/
Latin America

The ‘pink tide’ movement for cooperation and uratyoss
Latin America and South America is one of the most
important and encouraging geopolitical developmehtsur .
time. The Latin American quest for financial anditizal independence from American hegemony
and neo-imperial rule is exactly the standpoint tieeeds to be followed in other places around the
world. We believe that the position being takerthig movement, which follows in the footsteps of
Che Guevera and Fidel Castro and was most powerkpresented by Hugo Chavez in Venezuela,
is the model by which others will later follow.i#t our hope that the Arab world will finally readis

the power of its own potential, free from the dikdébig powers, who through their imperialism seek
only to divide and rule them.

We support the idea that Britain should be looKsayth of the border’ for a more balanced
geopolitical stance; towards Latin America as oppld® the United States of America, and we
would welcome the opportunity to cultivate closeks$ with our sister parties in the Latin American
region.

Military Bases

In line with our foreign policy, Respect is for thsure of all
extra-continental military bases.

Multipolar World

Respect believes that the world is a safer plaee in
multipolar world where there are several large ,
superpowers. The last twenty years have shown how %
dangerous a unipolar world can be. Respect believes ? 5. £

therefore that a British foreign policy that lookedre

towards our own place in the world rather than g

solely on our relationship with the old unipolammy, the USA, would be a much more sensible
option.

NATO

NATO has becomale facto, the United States’ second military arm. The oiggion in no way
represents a pact to secure the North Atlantic, amdaed, countries far away from the North Atlanti
zone are pressured into participation whilst NAT@barks on foreign crusades in areas stretching
far beyond the North Atlantic. These ‘missions’tlasy are called, are almost always flagrantly
imperialistic in their character, affording the dSlegree of legitimacy in conducting its own foreig

policy.

We support the idea that Britain should leave NAFGrthermore, NATO should be disbanded and
replaced with a European Union defence organisatituioh does not involve the United States and
which reflects the interests of its own memberestal his organisation would be responsible for
securing Europe’s borders and for security issaes bn the borders of the European zone only.



Reunification

Respect supports the reunification of Ireland, @gp6udan and Korea, as well |
as in other places which have been artificiallytipaned. ‘

Space War

Respects supports an end to the militarisatioh@kpace race.
However, we are very much in favour of a collabiorabetween
different space programmes so that we can contmegplore outer
space

Trade in Arms

Respect supports the abolition of the arms tradetlaa terms of
the Non-Proliferation Treaty, campaigning for im&tional
nuclear disarmament.

United Nations

The United Nations is an absurd excuse for annateynal
organisation. The US dominates the UN, arrogatini¢self
the right to withhold visas for international paiains that is
doesn't like. The Security Council is similarly latbus. The
gualification for membership of this elite clubpgessession off, i
nuclear weapons, although this is but a necessdanydi sufficient condition. Germany, Europe’s
most important country, is not a member and caneBope of ever being one. Britain is guaranteed
a seat at the top table by virtue of finishing @ winning side in World War Il and possessing a
large number of nuclear weapons.

The idea that one country can veto a proposalntiagtbe supported by every other country in the
world is similarly perverse, and has contributeth®worldwide perception that the UN’s lacklustre
and powerless.

Respect supports the idea that the UN should bedbasSwitzerland, declared extra-territorial and
guarded and maintained by the UN itself, paid fpmzreased cost for participation. Membership of
it would carry extra responsibility to adhere te ttonditions set by the UN, not as at present where
countries are endlessly rewarded for ignoring @anggressing resolutions. Voting power should be
more reflective of population size, and no one tgucan have a veto over a resolution. The UN
would be committed to ensuring peace around thédweith a politically neutral peacekeeping
force that would not be dominated by one or manglsicountries.



